in which the mortality amounted to nearly 2.5 per cent.
With regard to the influence of the seasons on the health, we find that the first quarter of the year, or that in which the mean temperature is the lowest, is most fatal, the number of deaths being 12,396 ; next to that, the last quarter, then the third quarter, and finally, as the most healthy, the second quarter, or that including the latter part of Spring and the beginning of Summer. From this we see that, while the very cold months are decidedly the most fatal, still the warmest months are far from being the most healthy, the fewest deaths occurring in that quarter in which the temperature most nearly approaches the yearly mean.
On examining more particularly the causes of death, we find in the first Table, consisting of epidemic, endemic, and contagious diseases, but little to notice; the greatest mortality occurred in the third and fourth quarters. Hooping-cough and croup proved most fatal in the early months; measles, scarlatina and typhus, in the latter months. November and December present the greatest number of deaths from erysipelas ; diarrhoea, dysentery and cholera prevailed most in August and September. On comparing the number of deaths from these causes with the weekly average for 1838-9-40, we find a great diminution, the rate having been reduced from 204 to 148 ; this reduction taking place principally under the heads of small-pox, typhus and scarlatina* the weekly average for the former having fallen from 36 to rather less than 7 > in the second, from 46 to about 22.6, and in the third, from 38 to 23.5. Diarrhoea, dysentery and cholera exhibit an increase.
In the second 
,, Now, as compared to the Military boon, it is certain that, in respect to the time of service which entitles to pension, the Medical officers stand at disadvantage, especially when we consider that these last enter the service at a more advanced period of life. The omission of increased pension also, for Medical officers of 21 years' service, seems unjust and impolitic; yet, these are points that, we are assured, a little time and a proper representation will cause to be rectified, so as to place the two services on a footing of equality.
That "the boon" should appear to many to fall short of their just expectation, we can readily imagine; but still it is a boon, and will be felt by many 
